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Do Hazardous Road Conditions
Affect Bicycle Accident Liability?

A printable evidence and insurance checklist for Louisiana cyclists.

Quick Answer

Yes. Hazardous road conditions can affect bicycle accident liability when the defect contributes to the

fall and the responsible party had a duty to fix or warn about the condition.

» The key questions are who controlled the area, whether the condition was unreasonably dangerous,
and what notice existed before the crash.

» Because defects can be repaired quickly, photos, measurements, and a timeline often matter more
than later descriptions.

 Even if a driver was involved, the road condition can still change fault allocation and how insurers
value the claim.

First 72 Hours Checklist

» Photograph the hazard from wide, medium, and close angles.

* Include a ruler, coin, or tape measure to show depth or height change.

» Drop a GPS pin and write down the nearest intersection or address.

» Get witness names, phone numbers, and any dashcam or doorbell video.

* Preserve the bike, helmet, and lights as-is until they are documented.

* Be cautious with recorded statements until fault and notice issues are clear.

Who Might Be Responsible

Possible Responsible Party Evidence to Request / Preserve

City, Parish, or DOTD (public road) 311 or complaint logs; maintenance records; repair orders; prior
work history

Contractor or utility working nearby Work logs; traffic-control plans; subcontractor roles; inspection
notes
Merchant or private owner (parking lot) Inspection schedules; incident reports; prior complaints; repair
G invoices 4

Driver (if a vehicle contributed) Crash report; witness accounts; vehicle photos; insurance policy
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Infographic 1: Evidence Blueprint

Five steps + a first-72-hours checklist for road hazard cases.

Road Hazard Evidence
Blueprint (Louisiana)

A 5-step plan to prove
the_condition and notice

Capture

The Hazard
Photos + video
Measure depth

Mark

Exact Location
GPS + intersection
Note direction/lane

Identify

Who Maintains It
City, Parish, DOTD
Or private owner

Lock

In Notice Proof

311 reports, emails
Maintenance records

Preserve

Bike + Damages
Keep bike un-fixed
Get repair estimates

First 72 Hours Checklist

« Save torn clothing

* Keep helmet + lights

» Get witness contacts

* Request police report

* Report hazard to owner
« Skip recorded calls

General information only. Not legal advice.
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Infographic 2: Defense vs. Evidence

Common defense angles and the proof that closes the gaps.

Defense vs. Evidence
Road Hazard Bicycle Claims
Common insurer angles
and.the r\rnnf that answers

Defense Claim Evidence Anchor
( N [ N

Open and Lighting +
Obvious Hazard contrast photos
You should avoid it No warnings/signs
& AN J
( N N
No Notice to 311 logs +
City/Owner prior complaints
So no liability Repair history
. AN J
e N p
You Were Bike inspection
Riding Unsafe Dashcam/witness
Speed/line choice Safer route blocked
(N J J
e N A
Minor Impact, Bike shop report
No Real Damage Photos of damage
Just a fall Receipts + wages
N J \ J
¢ N N
Repairs Happened Same-day photos
So proof is gone Measurements +
No proof of defect Public records
& AN J
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Free Case Review Toolkit Page

Babcock Injury Lawyers | Stephen Babcock

If a road condition contributed to your bicycle crash, the most time-sensitive issue is often evidence.
Repairs, resurfacing, and weather can change the scene fast.

How We Use This Toolkit

* We build a timeline that links the defect, notice, and the crash.

» We identify who controlled the area and what records exist.

» We handle insurer communications so early statements do not create avoidable fault problems.

Contact

» Babcock Injury Lawyers

» Stephen Babcock

* (225) 500-5000

* https://www.stephenbabcock.com/

 Contact: https://www.stephenbabcock.com/contact-us/
* Locations: https://www.stephenbabcock.com/locations/

Bring This If You Have It

* Photos or video of the hazard and your bike.

» Any crash report number or incident report number.

» Witness names and phone numbers.

* Bike repair estimates or shop notes.

* Your health insurance and auto insurance information (if applicable).

Do not delay calling because you do not have every item. We can often help you identify what can still
be preserved and what records to request next.
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