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Top Five Mistakes After a Louisiana Car Accident
Print-friendly action plan, evidence checklist, and insurer-proof gaps (Updated 2026)

Use this toolkit to organize what happened, protect the early record, and avoid statements or
paperwork that can lock in a bad narrative.

First 30 Minutes: Stabilize Safety and Proof
• Move to a safe location if possible and check for injuries.

• Call 911 when there are injuries, hazards, or uncertainty about safety.

• Take wide and close photos before cars are moved if it is safe to do so.

• Get names, phone numbers, and insurance details for drivers and witnesses.

• Write a quick note about what you remember while it is fresh.

The Five Mistakes to Avoid
• Waiting to get checked because you feel OK right now.

• Guessing about fault or giving extra details in early calls.

• Letting photos, video, and witness info disappear.

• Signing releases or taking quick money before the injury picture is clear.

• Assuming it is a simple two-car claim when work vehicles or extra coverage may exist.

What to Gather for a Claim File
• Crash report number (or the agency and report status).

• All photos and videos, saved in original quality.

• Witness contact list and a one-line note about what they saw.

• Tow yard location, storage paperwork, and repair estimates.

• A simple symptom and activity log for the first two weeks.
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Evidence Blueprint (Quick Reference)
Five steps that protect the early record after a Louisiana car accident.
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Defense vs Evidence (Quick Reference)
Common insurer angles and the documentation that closes the gaps.
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Free Case Review and Next Steps
If you are within 72 hours of a crash, evidence can change quickly.

Babcock Injury Lawyers
Stephen Babcock
Phone: (225) 500-5000
Website: https://www.stephenbabcock.com/
Contact: https://www.stephenbabcock.com/contact-us/
Locations: https://www.stephenbabcock.com/locations/

What We Do First
• Preserve time-sensitive evidence (video, vehicles, witness details).

• Spot deadline risks and comparative fault issues early.

• Handle insurance communications so you are not boxed into a bad story.

Bring This if You Have It (Do Not Delay if You Don't)
• Crash report number, photos, and any witness contacts.

• Policy cards for every vehicle involved (yours and theirs if available).

• Tow yard paperwork or repair estimate details.

• A brief symptom timeline (what changed and when).


