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Louisiana Pool Owner Responsibilities: Safety
Duties, Drowning Risks, & Injury Proof

Printable toolkit built from the pool-owner-responsibilities guide: quick action steps, evidence priorities, and

the proof gaps that often shape the claim.

Quick Action Plan

0 1. Get The Person Safe

Start with emergency care, then write down the first
breathing, pain, or confusion symptoms and the rough
times.

9 2. Freeze The Scene

Photograph gates, latches, drains, deck conditions,
warnings, lighting, access points, and any fresh cleanup
or repairs.

o 3. Preserve Records

Ask about cameras, incident reports, maintenance
vendors, guest or lease records, and every person who
saw what happened.

° 4. Build A Timeline

Lock in access, rescue steps, first symptoms, EMS or
ER care, and follow-up problems before the story starts
drifting.

e 5. Guard The Claim

Be careful with recorded statements, quick releases,
and broad document requests before the facts are
organized.

Why These Cases Change Fast

Child Access Failure

Fences, self-latching gates, alarms, and door access
routes can become the center of the liability story.

Slip, Fall, Or Dive Impact

Deck texture, lighting, warnings, handrails, and water
depth proof matter early.

Drain Or Suction Hazard

Drain-cover condition, fasteners, recent service, and any
replacement parts should be documented before they
change.

Chemical Or Airway Event

Container labels, storage areas, symptom timing, and
urgent-care or EMS notes can close major proof gaps.
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Evidence Blueprint

Use this page as a scene-and-record roadmap. The best proof in pool cases is often the proof that
disappears first.

1. Map Access First 24 To 48 Hours

Show how the swimmer reached the water: gate, latch,

alarm, door, stairs, or a climbable route * Ask where cameras are and how long video

is kept.
 Photograph repairs, new warnings, or
A4 cleanup before the area changes.

» Keep shoes, clothing, broken parts, or

2. Capture Conditions chemical containers in the same condition.

Photograph the deck, drain, water clarity, lighting, warnings, * Save texts, emalls,.and notes created before
and the approach path. anyone starts arguing about blame.

 Write down every person who was present,
even if they only saw part of the event.

3. Lock Down Records )
. . . _ Talk To A Lawyer Quickly If...
Request video retention, maintenance Iogs, service

invoices, complaints, incident reports, and vendor details. « A child reached the water through a barrier
or latch failure.

v » The pool was at a hotel, apartment, school,
park, or other public-facing property.

A drain-cover, suction, chemical, or severe

4. Connect Health Proof breathing issue is involved.
Tie the event to EMS, ER, urgent-care, discharge * The owner or insurer wants a recorded
instructions, and follow-up symptoms. statement or quick release now.

\ 4

5. Preserve The Timeline

Keep one clean sequence of access, rescue, first
symptoms, treatment, and later scene changes.
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Defense Vs. Evidence

Insurance defenses are usually predictable. Match them to proof before missing records become the other
side’s story.

Defense Theme Proof To Lock Down Early

“No notice of any problem.” Prior complaints, repeat repairs, maintenance logs, inspection sheets, and service
invoices for the same area.

“The hazard was open and Lighting, sight lines, glare, crowding, warning placement, and approach-path photos or
obvious.” video.

“This was only a supervision Barrier condition, gate-latch function, alarm status, access path, and climbable objects
issue.” near the fence.

“The pool was fine before this.” Photos of fresh repairs, replacement parts, new warnings, cleanup work, and vendor

records showing what changed.

“No serious injury happened.” EMS and ER notes, discharge instructions, follow-up symptoms, missed-work or
missed-school records, and continued care.

“You cannot prove causation.” One tight timeline that connects the scene, witness sequence, first symptoms,
treatment, and later symptoms.

Use the table as a checklist: if one defense angle is already visible, start preserving the matching proof now.
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Timeline Worksheet

Use one clean sequence of access, rescue, first symptoms, treatment, and later changes to the scene.

Fill This In While Facts Are Fresh

Date, time, and exact pool location

How access happened and what barrier or warning existed

What the hazard looked like when first seen

Who was present, including staff, lifeguards, vendors, or neighbors
First symptoms, rescue steps, and emergency response

Medical visits, discharge instructions, and follow-up problems

What To Save Now Call Today If...

» Wide and close photos of the pool area, entry » The gate, latch, drain, deck, or warning changed
path, barriers, drains, deck, lighting, and after the incident
Al nliniegs « A child, fatality, or public-entity setting is

» Witness names, staff names, lifeguard names, involved
vendor names, and any phone numbers tied to « You think there is video, but you do not know
the scene how long it will be saved

* Reservation, lease, guest, key-card, or access « The insurer wants a recorded statement or
records that place people and control at the release before the file is complete
pool

* EMS, ER, urgent-care, discharge, and follow-up
records that connect symptoms to the event
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Talk To Babcock Injury Lawyers

Use this page when you are ready to call or submit a case review. Speed matters when the scene is
changing or the insurer is moving first.

Free Case Review

Babcock Injury Lawyers

What Happens Next

* Evidence triage: we sort the scene proof,

records, and witness trail before the facts drift.
Stephen Babcock

» Deadline spotting: we look for Louisiana timing

(225) 500-5000 issues and public-entity complications early.

www.stephenbabcock.com * Claim framing: we plan insurer contact around

proof, not pressure, so the early narrative does
not shrink the case.

Contact: www.stephenbabcock.com/contact-us/
Locations: www.stephenbabcock.com/locations/

When you call, focus on what changed, what was
preserved, and what records may still disappear.

Louisiana Issues To Spot Early

« Pool cases usually turn on control, notice,

Helpful ltems To Bring
* Scene photos or video of the pool, entry path,
barriers, drains, deck, and warnings

» Names and numbers for witnesses, staff,
lifeguards, vendors, or property managers

* Your timeline notes, even if they are rough

» Medical paperwork from EMS, ER, urgent care,
follow-up care, or discharge instructions

access barriers, and proof of how the condition
looked before it changed.

e Time limits and comparative-fault arguments
can matter. Get advice quickly if a public
property, fatality, or child-access failure is
involved.

» General information only: laws and deadlines
can change, and outcomes always depend on
specific facts.

* Any repair, inspection, reservation, lease, guest,
or complaint records already in hand

Babcock Injury Lawyers | Stephen Babcock | General information only. Not legal advice.

General information only. Not legal advice. Page 5

© 2026 Babcock Partners, LLC



